
really trying to regain its former glory. They lost 11 - 6 in 
what was a good standard ball game. Mr. E. Jacklin showed us 
umpiring of a high class, it was a most refreshing sight and 
augurs well for the future. 

Hull Aces at their home ground, Craven Park Stadium, are 
averaging 950 spectators per game, this is a slight increase 
over last season, and could be greatly increased if more money 
were available for advertising, Vie have learnt that the public, 
once having been attracted to baseball, can be held, 

Two N,L, Cup games which made a big imprEssion on local 
fans were the Hull Royals v, Liverpool Aces contest in which· 
Royals gave Liverpool quite a shock before eventually losing, 
and the Hull Cardinals v. Birmingham Birlec meeting. - This 
latter game was won by Birmingham by a narrow margin, On the 
evidence of these games I believe that this competition will 
prove quite a tonic for clubs in the lower divisions. 

Hull Priestman are doing well in their first season of 
Major Division Baseball. A little overshadowed by their 
neighbours 2nd rivals Hull Aces, they have nevertheless 
gained some meritorious victories, and What is more important 
have ilssembled a very young and ambitious team as a result 
of the guidance and hard work of manager Clive Megson and 
secretary Terry O'Brien. 

NATIONAL LEAGUE MAJOR DIVISION NORTH 
Individual performances. Details supplied by F. Booth (Chief 
Scorer). 
Pitching. Won. Lost. E.R.A. Strike-outs. 
O'Neil (Stretford) 
Asquith (Hull Aces) 
Seddon (Hull Aces) 
Oldman (Hull Priestman) 
Williams (Liverpool) 

Batting. 

5 
2 
3 
2 
3 

0 1.02 43 
1 1.40 54 
0 1.63 
3 2.02 ... 
3 2.72 53 

Home Runs. O'Neil (Stretford) 4; Frost (Stretford) 3; Greenland 
(Liverpool) 3; B. Court .(Birmingham) 2. 
R.B.I'S. O'Neil 32; Collins (Stretford) 14; Frost 17, 
Parker (Hull Aces) 12. 
B.A. Parkes (Stretford) .576; Collins (Stretford) .555; 
Parker (Hull Aces) .551; Barrass (Stretford) .541. . 
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BASEBALL IN AUSTRALIA, by Peter Chilton 

Baseball in Australia was first played in the 1870's or 
l880~s; A.G. Spalding in "America's National Game" writes that 
it was first played by members of the St. Kilda Cricket Club 
at Melbourne in 1876 when St. Kilda played games against members 
of the Christy Minstrel Troupe. The game was taken up in earnest 
following the.Spalding World Tour of 1888-89, when teams were 
formed in Victoria and South Australia. In 1889 a series of 
inter-colonial games were played at the East Melbourne Cricket 
Ground, South Australia beating Victoria by 2 games to 1. The 
game was adopted as a winter game in the Sydney area; in 1894 
a New South Wales controlling body was formed. . . 

In 1897 an Australian team visited America and played 26 
games, but .the tour was reported to have been disastrous 
finanCially and result wise. Apart from injuries the Aussies 
were not up to the standard of the home teams. Returning home 
via the U.X. a fixture was arranged for this team against a 
London Consolidated team at the Crystal Palace. 

Interest in the game waned in Australia for some years 
after this tour and did not revive until the early years of 
this century. Inter-state games have been played from about 
1903, but it was not until 1947 that baseball got a real grip 
on the Aussies. Australia has been m\.\ch under the influence 
of America since World War 2, and with this influence came 
an upsurge of interest in baseball. 

The five mainland states and the Australian Capital 



Territory aU play senior and junior baseball and each state 
has an association which is affiliated to the supreme body _ 
the Australian Baseball Association. The A.B.A. is really only 
a figurehead - an ultimate authority which organises only one 
event each season - the Australian Baseball Championships. 
To these championships each state sends a team. At the con
clusion of the Championships an Australian All-Sta"r team is 
picked but unfortunately the team:never gets a chance to play 
anybody. Australia being so vas"t and baseball being an amateur 
game lacking in funds it is not p'ossible to get the selected 
All-Stars together again once the Championships have been played. 
So if there are any visiting teams in Australia such as Japanese 
Navy or U.S. Navy teams, the State Associations arrange fixtures 
with their State teams. This is the general set up in 
Australia. 

I only have first hand knowledge of senior and junior base
ball in New South Wales, my home state. 

Senior baseball is controlled by the N.S.W. Baseball Union 
which runs the major competition in the state. Twelve clubs 
are affiliated directly to the Union "as are a number of area 
associations which run the minor league competitions. The 
major league clubs supply three teams for the Union's fixtures, 
a first grade side which obviously phlYS for the state chamo: 
pionships, and a second and third grade side. All three 
grades play on the onG ground starting at 11.30 on Saturday 
mornings. 

Games are played in winter for two reasons. The summer 
is too hot Clnd also a number of pl~yers would be lost to crickGt 
if it were played in summer. As it is a number of cricketers 
keep 'warm' in winter by playing baseball, Norm O'Neil, 
Richie BEOnaud, Les Favell, Bill Lawry, David Simcock, to name 
just 2 few. 

As you in England are finding now, baseball will never go 
ahe2d unless you encourage young lads to take up the game. Many 
major league clubs realised this 2nd began coaching clilsses on 
Silturday mornings. but there was Ii ttle opportunity for com
petition unless the lads formed teams and played amongst them
sel ves. Our problem was to get gume's with other teums in 
different areas. Baseball in schools SEems the obvious answer 
and in South Australia and Victoria this hus been achieved. 
However in New South Willes, the heart of rugby in Australia, 
all boys 2t school play rugby in ,the winter and the sportsmasters 
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have been quite unwilling to adopt baseball. So another way 
had to be found. 

At the end of the 1957 season John Hollander, President 
of the New South V/ales Baseball Union, and two others formed 
a committee to attempt to persuade American firms in Australia 
to sponsor a "Little League" for boys 12 - 16 years old. Within 
6 weeks 8 sponso'rs had been found - each placing £100 in a 
central kitty to outfit the lads. So in 1958 the Little League 
was formed. Although many more sponsors had been found the 
N.S.W.B.U. was not keen to take too much on, it wanted to feel 
its way. The first competition was won by the Pan-American 
Indians, a team of boys formed by one of the major league clubs. 
By 1964 the Little League had been extended to three 8 team 
divisions in Sydney and one division of 8 teams in Newcastle. 
They are sponsored now not only by American firms but also by 
Australian concerns, That is the way to get baseball going. 

As an example of the way baseball has grown consider the 
club to which I belonged. 

In 1952, as a 10 year old, and a keen cricket.:,r, I thought 
I would join"some of the lads in the winter to keep 'warm' 
and learn about baseball at the local park. At this period our 
club had not reached the major competition, but hac' applied 
to the Union for admission. In 1953 they were admitted and 
had to supply a team for each of the three grades, and in addition 
had to keep two teams operating in the area league to which 
they had previously belonged. In 1953 they could barely muster the 
50 senior players required to field these five teams. There 
were also a number of kids from 10 - 15 learning the game from 
scratch. The Little League had not yet arrived, and so the 
first taste of competition did not come until I played in a 
senior team. 

By 1964 this club had 200 senior members and 250 junior 
members, and supplied three teams for the major league, 6 
teams to the various minor leagUES, 2 teams for the Little 
League. In addition to these-league teams, on Saturday mornings 
there were 8 teams of boys 8 -12 years and 6 teams of boys 
12 - 16 years picking up the game from the major league players. 

The club which in 1953 was struggling and at the bottom" 
of the league has now risen to take the 1st place in all three 
grades of the majors, and in one or other of the minor leagues, 
and in the 8 years of Little League have supplied teams that" 
won on 5 occasions. That is real growth. It only takes one 



or two dedicated men together with a team of loyal and willing 
helpers to make a club thrive. 

HARLOW HUSTLERS '66 by Phil Hounsom. 
From the way this season has turn~d out so far it looks 

like being our best since we were formed in 1962. For the first 
time we have some depth in pitching, Paul Smith who began last 
season is fast developing into a very good pitcher, Val Hennig, 
our Canadian coach who missed most of last season as he returned 
to Canada for a holiday, is available, and I myself havin,9 
had to pitch last season as a result of Paul Smith's injury 
am able to carry some of the pitching burden in addition to 
generally holding down the lb. position. 

John Hounsom, my younger brother, has improved greatly 
and has no challengers for the 2b. spot. Shortstop has been a 
problem but John Alston has filled in here and looks like holding 
down this spot. 3b. is Pete Swallow, the alternatives being 
Paul Smith or Val Hennig when they are not pitching, when 
either Paul or Val plays at third, Pete moves to centre-field. 

Glyn Joyce is our catcher and has held down this position 
ever since the club was formed. He missed the first three games 
of this season as a result of injuring his knee in the last 
week of the rugby season. Val Hennig and John Hounsom acted 
as stand-ins for these three games. Glyn also acts as our man
ager whenever Val Hennig cannot make, it. Mick Harper our 
usual left fielder has b~~n hitting for a high average, but 
is lacking in power. His principal rival for the left field 
position is Dave ChadWick, an excellent fielder. Dave used to' 
be our shortstop and second string pitcher but being unable 
to attend our practice sessions as a result of moving from 
Harlow and working in London he lost his sharpness and was 
edged out of the shortstop position. Centre field is played 
by Derek Clarke, Derek an alert fielder is in his first season 
and improves with every game, hitting has been a problem for 
him, but he has managed to collGc't 14 bases on balls. Right 
f.ieldei is Ian Goulding another player who is in his first 
season and he also is steadily improving. He has gathered as 
many walks as Derek, at 15 he is the youngest player on the 
club except for Norman Smith our latest recruit who is only 
14 years old. In his first game Norman went 4 for 5 facing the 
pitching of the experi&nced Lever of Sutton, no mean feat for 
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any hitter. Norman showed no signs of nerves, and displays 
the promise of becoming a good player, he has a good arm 
and his throws from 3rd to 1st in our practice periods put 
to shame some of our old established players. Ricky Ellice 
is one of our part time players, baseball having to compete 
with car racing. Ricky is a good all rounder, his motoring 
companion Roger Keningale would also be a good player if he 
played more frequently. Roger is a powerful hitter and a use
ful outfielder. A very useful member is Herb Fiveash another 
Canadian who umpires our homE games. Last but not least is 
Chris Hine who organised the club but had to give up running 
it as his job takes him to any part of the country at any 
time. Chris plays a good 2b, and is a useful hitter. He has 
moved back to Harlow and hopes to be available for more games 
this season. 

As for the impact of the club on thE town of Harlow, we 
have been handicapped by frequent changes of ground in earlier 
seasons. This year we once more found ourselves being allocated 
a different ground, but we have gone all out to publicise the 
club and baseball. Both local newspapers are publishing results 
and reports of our games. We put up posters in youth clubs 
and othn places in the tOl'm. This publicity is helping to 
draw good crowds to our home games. The club was dismayed to 
learn from the National Lec.gue secretary that many clubs are 
not conforming to N.L. standards, but we are doing our part 
to foster the game by meeting these requirements. We have 
changing rooms, a backstop, scoreboard, benches, team sheets, 
and programmes. We have had trouble with the Council reo 
marking out the field, but after writing many letters are at 
last meeting with satisfaction in this respect. We have been 
unable to persuade the Council to construct a mound or to 
cut out the base-paths. 

The new baseball set-up has benefited Hustlers as we are 
playing more games against teams of our own class, and we have 
not the same amount of travelling to undertake as we did last 
season. 

BASEBALL COURIER appears 'six times each year. The next issue 
will be published on 1st October, copy to be received by 1st 
September. The annual subscription is 4/-. P.O'sshould be 
made payable to W.T. Morgan, and sent to 11 Heath Street, 
Riverside, Cardiff. 
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MERSEYSIDE NEWS .h..P. Hemmings. 
At the time of writing the Mormon Yankells lead the Mersey

side National Baseball League not having lost a game. Aces 
are second having been defeated once, Tigers occupy third place 
with two losses, Trojans are fourth with three defeats. 

The finalists for the Artco Trophy are Mormon Yankees and 
Liverpool Aces. The finalists for the Lancashire Cup have not 
yet been decided. 

In inter-area competition Liverpool Tigers lost to Hull 
Aces 12 - 9 at Craven Park Stadium, Hull; this game was played 
for the R. Armstrong Trophy. Liverpool Aces defeated Hull Aces. 
6 - 5 in the 3rd Round of the National League Cup competition. 

We are having a visit from the Alconbury U.S.A.F. Spartans 
on the week-end of July 23rd - 24th. They are playing two 
games at Kirkby F.C. Stadium, versus Mormon Yankees on the 
Saturday, and against Merseyside All-Stars on the Sunday, and 
we are looking forward to a good week-end of baseball. 

The National Coal Board Training Centre at Wrexham are 
still dabbling at baseball, and indeed are presenting a game 
at their fete. As they have had little money to buy equipment 
however the game they will be staging will bear little resem
blance to the real thing. Still it'perhaps can do some good. 
I 9Glieve their equipment runs to 3 bats, 3 balls, and 3 mittie 
They are going to play in football attire, and use a soft ball. 

EUROPEAN NOTES 
Baseball is now played in Czechoslovakia, mainly in Prague. 

There arro six teams of students, who in addition to playing . 
among themselves also have played very well against teams con
sisting of U.S. Embassy personnel. A number of Cubans studying 
in the country take part in these games. " 

Wi th 7 runs in the first two innings Belgium bo.at France 
by a score of 7 - 2 at the .Luchtbal grollnd in Antwerp. France. 
included several newcomers to the national team including 
Albert and Guillaume Busonerra, Lopez, Lubris, and Lameda. The 
last named player pitched the entire game and had the follow
ing statistics, hits conceded 6, strike-outs 7, bases on balls 
6. The Belgian manager used three pitchers Rene Oockx, Edmond 
van Trichtveldt" and ,;los Robijn. Chid umpire was Marcel Cohen, 
secretary of the French Baseball Federation. . The impression 
created by this particular French team was that pe·rhaps at 
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long last France would cease to be a pushover for even the 
weakest national teams in Europe. 

The Arce team of American students defeated the Netherlands 
4 - 1. 

In the European Cup 1st Round, Luchtoal Greys beat ~ing
ston Aces 8 - 0 at Antwerp; Haarlem Nicols beat Mannhelln 
8 - 1 at Haarlem. In the semi-final Haarlem Nicols beat 
Luchtbal Greys 11 - 3 at Haarlem. Haarlem Nicols have to 
meet either Simmenthal (Nettuno) or'Europhon (Milan) in the 
final. Europhon defeated Cortes Ingles (Madrid) in. t~e 1st· 
Round by a score of 6 -2.Simmenthal are the present. holders 
of the European Cup having defeated Sparta (Rotterdam) 1n last 
year' 5 final. 

LOOKING AROUND by .1~1LSmal1w.£.2.i. 
Although not attended by success on the playing field, 

Kingston Aces' recent trip to Holland certainly b:ought •• 
great publicity for baseball in the Hull area, th1S publ1C1ty 
would have cost several hundred pounds if it had to be paid 
for, and it must certainly have benefited the sport. 

Ted Martin's comments in the last issue of Baseball 
Courier were in my opinion unnecessary and pointless. Kingston 
have met Blackburn Buccaneers twice. First on April 24th 
in a friendly. Kingston in the first 3 innings led 8 " 0 
with a team that included two players who had never played 
baseball before, we used 16 players in this game to give 
everyone a warm-up, which is the purpose of friendly fixtures. 
In the second game, Kingston used four new players,.one,o£ 
whom finished as top scorer with 4 runs. Mr. Martw w111 
remember this game, as he played the full nine innings. 

I have spoken to a committee member of Hull Cardinals 
regarding their feelings about encountering major league 
pltchers in Kingston's line-up, and h~ assured me ~hat,thyy 
prefer to play against our toughest p1tchers as thlS w111 
hasten the development of their players. 

Buccaneers could do more for the game by sending in match 
reports of their games for inclusion in our local newspaper, 
than by writing such pieces to the Courier. . 

Due to an injury, I was able to attend as a spectator 'a 
Northeast Division League game betwoen Kingston Aces and 
Hull Royals. 'I was very impressed by t~e presrontation, of 
the game on thro part of Royals. Here 1S a club that 1S 
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