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I HOLLAND IT'S HONKBAL. by Ron Fraser.

Back in 1911, a teacher in Amsterdam, ¥r. J.C.G. Grase, was
locking for a sporbt to be played in the summer months. While
travelling through the U.S.A., he saw such a summer sport being
played — baseball. He introduced the game to his students the
following spring and called it "honkbal". Some of the boys
became quiitec interested in honkbal and decided to form two

" official teame&, The first game played between these wo teams
was on March 16th., 1912.

During the First World War, Canadians interned in Holland
played bascball against these teams, beating them by scores of
40 and 50 to nil. The Dutch players then realised that their
game only resembled baseball. They had missed most of the
fundamentals of the game.

The pioncers introduced the game to some of the leading
soccer clubs as a summer sport. These clubs financed the
necessary playing egquipment. Slowly baseball grew to 200
players in 1930, but was played only in Amsterdam and Haarlem.
In 1934, Holland played its first international game, playing
Belgium on a soccer ground at Haarlem. This was the first of
a series of gemss with Belgium, a $remendous interest has
grown in the rivalry of these two small countries.

(Continued on page 2)
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At the cutbreak of World War IT there wers 15060 players, and
30 clubs, During the war baseball was gtill played. Unable to import
equipment, Duteh players were forced to make their own. Balls were
m:de of cork. '

In 1952, after forty years of stmcglzmﬁ with the game, the
Dutch Baseball Association, with 200 teams and a total of 3000
players, received the highest honour that can be given to a Dutch®
organisation. Her Majesty, Queen Juliana, allowed the . add;tlon of tha
word Royal 1o the name of the association.

The Eurcpean Baseball Federation was founded by. Italy, Spaln
Belgium and France in 1954. TIts main funeticn was to organise -
European Baseball Championships. Unlike the other countries, Holland
received no government funds for baseball, Therefore they were unable
to play in thcse championships, In 1956, Holland and Cermeny joined
the Buropean Federation. Holland's entry into the Federation,
doubled the total number of players within that orgenisation. Holland
became Buropean champions in 1956, and have held the title ever since.

The European Championsghips wore held in Amsterdam in 1958, The
opening ceremonies featured a relay, carrying a basebzll from the
place where the first game in Holland was played. The relay ended
at the field, tuilt especially for the Championships. Thesz
Championships in. 1958 did much for baseball in Holland.

The first game of the Championships between Holland and Italy
was 1o be fclevised over Holland's only TV station for an allottod
two hours, Near the end of the two hours, with the game tied, the
TV viewcrs begen to call the station asking them to carry the game
until the finish, Many of thesc people wére seeing baseball for the
first time and they liked what they saw. Holland won the game in
twelve innings. More people bggan to come 10 the field to get a
closer look at this strange gawe., Crowds of 12,000 and 12,000 came
out to sec their small country become bascbzll champicns of
Burope. At this time there were about 4,000 players 1n Holland.

Now there arc T,500.

The players learn bascball frow American books and,'as 2
consequence, wrong conceptions arise through translation. The first
American aid came in 1959 when Danny Idtwhiler, Florida State
University baseball coach who had becn conducting clinicg dn Spain
-and Italy, stayed for a short time in Holland towrk with the Tuteh

1l .
players. (Continued on page 3).
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Thot year, Clenn Martin, baseball coash at Southern Illinois
University, was alsc cn hand to help improve bhaseball in Holland.
Both of thesec trips were spensored by the United States governmont,
Although there ore now ten perpanent diamonds in Holland
nost of tho gomes are played on scocer grounds. The dizmonds are
located at Eindhoven, Utrecht, Amsterdsm(3), Haarlem(2),
Tagscnaar and Rotterdam.
The Babe Ruth League programmc was introduced in 1959 and
has grown from five teams in its first year to seventy in 1962,
Little League bascball is also played. An indicetion of the
enthusiaam felt by the Dutch fans is the introduction of an award
for "the Rockie of the Year", This award financed partly by
public subscription, partly by = fimm of sports-outfitters, carries
with it oan cll-expenses paid trip to the U;S.A.,'with a stey of
six weeks at the spring—treining comp of a-major-leaguc club.
Herman Beidschat, probably the bost piftcher in Purope, was the
first winner of this award. (This article has been reproduced
from MoGregorls Sportswue Publication. )

EDITORIAL .

Bascball in Britain suffers acutely from 2 lack of publicity.
A mumber of ideas have been put forwerd to overcome this problon,.
The National League plan of Don Smallwood and the All-Star gomes
proposcd by John Varnam are cssenticlly attempts to sescure such
rublicity.

The probler ariscs because of the rolatively small number of
Yeams, It has bocn suggcested that the firet consideration of
baseball enthusiasts in Britain should be to strive to incrcase the

- number of teams playing, the publicity will automatically follow.

One successful organiser actuslly uses the motto “quantity before.
quality”. :

An idesl method of gaining publieity would surely be to
arrange a regular series of international games with Holland and
Belgium. British ftceams have travelled to Holland to play. Why
not invite Hollund and Belgiwm to play against a national $eam in
Britain?

There would be many difficuities to be overcome, tut if the
dosire for such international fixtures was strong encugh such

dlfflcultlus could be surmounteod. :
Edltor.




John Varnon takes TIME CGUT,

The Smallweod Plan. Everybedy intcorested in baseball in dngland
tmst have one great ambition, to see a National League in operation
here. None mere so than Don Smallwood of the East Hull Aces, who,
ncxt year, without finoncial backing, will attempt to launch a .
"national” leagug. I wish Don the bost of lucky he will certainly
nocd it. _ '

Ignoring the sarest point of all, finances, has he the right
to call the league "National" when he execludes from it the largest
baseballing area in England, Don may be taking a parallel from the
all—American "World Serics. o

From strictly a publicity angle this rust bc rated as "very
dodgy"s. What national publicity can the league expect? Because
letts face it, national publicity is o tremendous weapon that must
be won over by the gome, and Flect Street has a job seeing further
then the ond of its nose sportswise.

¥r, Sorllwood in oy estireiion is ahcad of'his tlue. It is
too early to take such a gigantic step.

Firstly tho prefix "American" oust be erasad., We must get the
gome aceopted ag a gonme, net as an "Ameriecan®™ gme., I applaud
loudly the proposed Naticnal Lenguels ruling excluding Anerican
servicemen from participation.

You ey say the prefix is an advantage and cite the success
of American bowling ctc., as primc exomples. Bubt always. remember
anything with the "American" tzg, that catches on here has zlways
huge finances behind it,... we haven't,

Let us probe alternative routes to ocur "gozl" that con include
all arcas. What about o three cornered "A11l Star" competition,
North, Midlands, South, run on the lincs of our international
football competitions. This idea will toke up just four Sundays on a
hore and away basis. If this becomes problemntic why not make it
Just one fixture between each area. Who caould complain about this
set—up?

Stage these fow games on prominent grounds, nake these grnms
a showpicce for our game, Advertise them, invite the press, have
brass bands, eelebritics, rafflcs, prizes, put absolutely evsrythlng
into then,

Arc the arcas mentioned too vast o bo condensed into cne
tean? If so, why not let o different club side represent its arsa
on each occasion. As long as a rcasonable show is put on it
shouldn't matter. Make these A11-Star ganes as 1mport nt
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as All-Stoar games in the mojors,., Then progrcss fror thore.

In cenclusion, I sclute Don Snollwood who has tockod hig
pipe-dreoms with action. Although I don't fully agroc with his
actions, I hope Den proves me wrong, becausc nobody would be more
pleasced than I would to ses the Smallwood Plan National Leagus
beeone a raging success. For ne the magic formala is "money',
which in turn would be bound to promctc thc ruch needed publicitys

THE GIOBAL SERTES

The 4th. Global Series will bec held in Kansas City in Septenmber,

Fight notions will coopete, nancly the U.S.A., Japan, Mexico, -
Canada, Australia, The Philippines, Hollond, 2nd one South Amarican
country. This non—prof0051ana1 series will be played on the doudle
clininaticn systen.

UNDER THE BIG TOP

Stanlcy Husial haos signed his 22nd. contract with the.lardiscls.
Only threc cfher players have played for 22 scasons with one major
league clube. Thoy were Cap. Anson (Chigago N.L. 1876-97),; Ty .Cobb
(Detroit 1905-26), and Mel Ott (W.Y. N.L. 1926-47). Musial will
rceeive 65,000 dollars, which although far below his 1959 peak of
100,000 is cre than shy other Cardinal player has cver becn paids
Hogors Hornsby thoe greategt of 2ll righthonded botters died on
January Sth., His lifetime batting average of .358 was second only
to Ty Cobb's 367 mork. In his first full-time season as o manager,
19263 he led the Cardinals to their first penmant win, and then
beat the Yankees in the World Series. He played for the Cardinals,
Giants, Braves, Cubs, and Browns, He monaged the Cardinals, Braves,
Cubs, Browns {twice) and Rods.

The Official Playing Rules Committec, on January 26th. voted %o
restore the strike zone to its pre—1950 dimensions, "the area over
the plate bobweoen the top of the battor's shoulders and his knecs
when he assunes his naturs] stance".

The Los Angeles Dodgors last yeoar set up an all-time ationdance
record in their first year in their new park, total attendance was
2,755,184.

The Yankees zlso sot up a new attendsnce rocord. They drew ore
than 2,200,000 on the road, :
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HONKBATL, . ,PATLA BASE,., BEISBOL

Baseball hos been played in Italy since 1946. Last season the
[talian Bascball Federstion had 89 affiliatod clubs with 2 total of
[¥5 teems. About 2,000 players were registered in 1962, -

Youth baseball programmes opercated in Italy are Little League,
3cbe Ruth League,; and Pony League. The sconior competition is 2
mtional league divided jnto three divisionsy Ay, B and C. The
winner of division A is rocogmised as Italian Champion. _

Italy is a founder member of the Furopean Bascball Federation,
and won the first of the European Championships, held in 1954 at
Antwerp. ' . o S :

Thoe Spanish Bzsgball Federation was organised in 1944,
although the game had been played in the Bareclona area since 192G.
The federztion now has 48 clubs in werborship, witd some 700 senlor
Flayers regigtered. Therce is alse o flourishing youth prograrce,

a murtber of the youth clubs being jJunior secticns of the famous
scnior clubse An interesting development in Spzin is the
introduction of Proboisbol, this is a simplifizd form of bascball
aimod ot familizrising boys of 11 with the basic Tules of baseballs
Prebedsbel can.be played if necessary with a minirmn of equipnment,
& bat and a rubber or plastic ball. " If can alsc be played on any
type of fairly level surfacc.  Is thore a lesszon here for baschall
in Britain? o -

Belgian basebzll is centred on Antwerp, where the game has |
been played since 1923. In 1962 the Belgicn Fedoration bad 20 adult
tcans, 6 Babe Ruth League teams, and 5 teams playing in a Little
leagues A total of 500 playcrs are registerced. = '

The game lost ground in the périod 1956 to 1960, but since
1261 has becn supported by the Fational Institute for Sport and
Physical Educetion, As a rosult of this support the geme is meking
siow but certain progress, and Belgian officials forecast that
thoy will heve a vory strong national tee for the 1964 Buropean
cheripionships. The most recent international game played by
Belgium, that against Holland at Brasschaet in Septecber, saw a
win Tor Holland by a score of 3 to nil, but only magnificent
pitebirg by Beidschat accocunted for the uargin.
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HAARLFM BASEBALL FESTIVAL

The Royal Dutch Bascball Association has arranged for the
Grand Rapids Sullivans, U.S, Non-pro.chupions of 1960, to appear
at this festival which will be held in July. The American teom
will bring seventeen players, whose travelling cxpenses will bhe
more than £3,000. The city of Haarlem put up a guarantee of £4,000
to cover the Sullivans' expenses. The city of Hasrlem is also
spending £43,000 on a stadium with stands holding 5,708 . spectators,
and having the most powerful floodlighting system in the Netherlands.
It is hoped that with the construction of this stadium, it will be
possible to arrange a serics of cxhibition gomes by major league
bcams in Oclober 1964. . '

Other teams competing at the festivael will be Holland, and
U.3, Army All-Stars, 2nd U.S.A.F. All-Stars. South Afrieca may
alsoe play. T -

MERSEYSIDE HATIONAL BASEBALL LEAGUE.

The Merscyside Leaguc had four clubs in membership last
season; liverpool Tigers, Liverpocl Cubs, Iiverpool Aces, and
Stretford Saints. The lesgue championship was won by Tigers, who
also won the British Baseball Federation Cup. The Lancashire Cup
wag won by Stretford Saints. -~ -

The U.S.A.F. base at Burtonwood, and a Mormon group are
considering entering teams for the coming scason. Burtonwood
Boes (U.S.4.F.) were a great attraction in tho leagué in the
carly 150s, . : ‘ : '

If equipment problems can be overcome it is hoped that a six
$cam boys' league will function this year. Mr. Devid Price,
chalmman -of  the lengue and also of the B.B.F., has becn working
on this boys?! league project in eo—opcraticn with the Liverpool
Boys' Association, Little League Buscball of Williamsport, Penn.,
has promised to scnd a supply of coaching manuals,

A new trophy, that for the player whoe had done most for
baseball during the year, was presented to Allsn Williams of
Tigers, He had pitched the Tigers to victory over Hull Aces in
the final of the B.B.F. Cup. This, despite just coming out of
kospital, and suffering from a black-out during the game,
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SUPPLEMENT BASEBALL COURIER MARCH 1963.
NATIONAL BABEBALL LEAGUE NEWS,

The N,L. has been organised, the Hon, Secretary is Don
Smallwood, 88, Westerdale Grove, Hull; the Hon. Treasurer and
Registration Seces is George Livesly, 84, Humphrey Road,
Manchester, Clubs competing this season will be Hull, London,
Nottingham (2}, Birmingham, Coventry, Bromsgrove, and Manchester.
Interest in the lsague l® growing and plans for a second
division may be prepared, At the next meeting of the leagus,
the appointment of a publicity officer will be diseussed, '
The National League has already been featured in an article
in the "Dally Mitrort.

The N.L. is affiliating ¢ the National Baseball Congress,
Wichita, Xansas,

HULL BASEBALL NEWS by Don Smallwood,

Efforts are being made to persuade footkall clubs in the
city to form baseball teams as a means of keeping thsir
players together during the summer, Two former stalwarts of
the league, Priestman Panthers, and Hull Sizers, may be revived
in time for the coming seascn. There is also the possibility
of the revival of competition for the very handsome Schools
Trophy.

East Hull Aces will be very active in the new season, belng
engaged in the National ITeague, and alsc attempting to retain
the championship of the Hull Leagus, One honour that up to
new has eluded the Aces is the B.,B.F. National Cup, Aces
have reached the final twice, finishing as ruuners-up tc first
Thames Board Miils, and last season to Liverpeol Tigers, Aces
are hoping "third time lucky", and will be all ocut $o win
Britain’g premier baseball trophy., Helping Aces in this hectic
campaign will be Red Holmes, who played for Hull pre-war,

Red remembers Craven Park in 1937, when over 10,000 fans
cheered the Hull team to & National Gup win over Romford Wasps.
Tt's Red's hope that he will be playing for Aces to crowds of
that size now the National league is launched,

Aces hope to travel to Holland next year to avenge three
defeats inflicted on them by fthree very strong teams when they
visited Holland in 1961, This 1961 visit did show the
tremendous room for improvement in Britain as regards
presentation of the gams,.






