a great factor in drawing all areas together,

‘One of the greatest bughears in forming the National League
was the question of finance. Putting the N.L. into perspective, it
is only a swall beginning to what could be a great and oxeiting
canpetlition. The finance needed is for travelling, In the first
season, each club will pay all its own oxpcnses, My own club, Hull
Aces, has been travelling cxtonsively at its own expense for five
seascns, and Il sure that the member clubs of the N.L. will be able
to manage. I only ask that every basaball enthusiast should allow
us to play for onc scason before passing judgenent. My answer to all
those eritics. who clain that laek of finance will cause the failure
of the N.l., is that tho N.L, is rich in enthusiasm. After nany
yooxrs of activity in baseball aduinistration, I have learmed that
enthusiasn is of greater value than moncy.

I object o John Varnam rcferring to the National League as
oThe Spallwocod Plan®™., 1 have had the opportunity of being
associated with the idea from the start, but the constitution and
rulcs are derived fron suggestions nade by people in all areas of
Britain, in Holland, and the U.3.A. So that the N.L. can hardly be
described ag ny pipe—drean. The Varnam Plan of intcr-area ganes
appears to e to be the National League with the addition of brass
bands and raffles,

Finally I would suggest the following points towards a
furtherance of our gane in Britain. Pirst, a controlling body is
necessary. This body should train and exanmine urpires, and act on
all suggdstions concerning the gane. Sccondly, presentation of the
gare st be tip—top. Nothing is more hammful than to see badly
dressed ball clubs playing. Thirdly, urpires should enforce the
rules rigorously. I will alweys remember and respect the Dutch
uspire, who before allowing the game to start, told the players of
both feaws that there would be no smoking until after the gume.
Pourthly, all areas should organise boys' baseball leagues. If they
did, they would feel the benefit in about five yoars time, when
senior clubs would be obbzining young players, .who had received a
therough grounding in the basic skills of the gane. (Edltor. Don
Srmallwood wishes to acphasize that the views put forward in his

article rcpresent his own opinions, he has not written as a spokesuan '

of either the Nationzl League or of the Hull Accs.)
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. EURCPEAN CUP,

A Buropean Cup competition has been introduced, the competltlon
is restricted fto the champion clubs of the member couniries of the
Buropean Baseball Federation,

" The first round of the 1963 European Cup has the following
pairings {home team shown first)}. The German champions v. G.S.
Europhon of Milan, The French champions v. Picadero Jockey Club of
Barcelona. Haarlem E.H, S (Netherlands) v. Bell Telephone Pioneers
(Belgium).
© At the meeting of the Buropean Baseball Federation, held in Paris
on March 16th.-1Tth, which voted to inaugurate the Buropean Cup, it was
also decided that Milen would be the host oity for the 8tbh. European
Baseball Championships. This tournament will be staged from 29th.
August until 6th, September 1964. The Netherlands, Spain, Belgium,
and Italy have already declared_that they will compete.

SOUTH AMERICAN CHAMPTONSHIPS.

A highly successful ten day tournament, sanctioned by the
Nztional Baseball Congress of the U.S.A., was hcld at Buenos Aires in
January.

Ecuador won the championship, beating Brazil in the final, by
10 to nil. Brazil had earlier beaten Chile {%2), Peru (8-3), and
Argentina (10-9). More than 50,000 spectators atiended the games.

l.




. EULL PR@SS RELEAMm from Don Smallwood.

The Hull Loagua w111 commmnce ite season on 5thi.May, with a
Reds v. Blues trial’ game.'j This trial gamc will be followed by the

. sclodtion of the tcam to’represent the Rost of tho Leaguo against the
'1962 champipns, Hall Aces, on 25th, May.

As 2 result of the circular te football clubs durlng thc winter,
four teams' have _Fhown interesty. and have been . 1nv1ted to take part in
the Hull LEugue One~daj'T0urnam~nt, o be played.on 12th. May. This
news plus the™Under 18" $eams “Which Hnll Royals.snd Hull Aceé are
fostoring is the only bright riews fraom: the- Hull:arce, . - .

The. strongth of tho league i$ the sanc as last sehson con31ot1ng

. .of Blackburn Aireraft, Hull Breves, Hull Royals, and Hull Aces.

Blackburn Aireraft arc to visit Nottingham early in the secson, and
this year will have full recrcation facilitics at Brough. Mr. Ted
Mertin is scerctary of Blackburns, who are in their sceond season of
competition, and are making great progress.

Ilull Braves, under J. Moody, are moking plans to visit York
during the sencson, and Joe is propared for ancther secson consolidaling
the Braves, The Hull League badly needs men like Joe Moody. There
are in Hull many ex—players who could put somothing back into tho
game by helping-out in administration. Even though the strengih of
the league hasn't grown, there is more interest in baseball in this
city than for many years., Hull Reyals' Hon. Sec., B. Lamb, scems
to have transformed the Royals into a ferward-looking outfit. A4 new
gtyle set of uniforms is the first step in the right dirsction.

The btwo clubs represcnting Hull in the B.B,F,. Challcnge Cup, will
alsu have a new-look this year; as Royals have drawn Aces in the Hull
preliminary round. This mezns that only ono of thom can hope to -
procesd further. For the winners of the Blackburns v, Braves tie, it
will be the first taste of competiticon in the B,B.F. Cup.

Hull Aces have a very full fixture list this scason, with their
Netiongl League games added to their Hull Iezgue and cup progrzmme.

-However, having made a number of signings during the close season,

Accs are hoping to have anothor suceessful seascon,

MERSEYSIDE ROIES by P, Hemnings,

As & result of our work among the clubs of the Liverpool Boys
Association, we hove actually reeruited =2 youth team into ocur league.
The c¢lub is Harold Housc and they have entered a team under the name of
Chatham Cheetahs. We have two more youth teams in trezining, and hopo
during thc season to interest sufficient to form a youth clubd lcague
next year., A sum of mgriey has been made available to equip three of
these teams with uniforms, and we h0pe to add to this fund as timc goes
on.

We ﬁavé seven teams in membership this season, qultc an improvemcnt
on the four teams of the 1962 season. The tcams are Liverpool Aces,
Liverpool Tigers, N.4.L.G.0. Cubs, Stretford Saints, all hold~overs
from last yoar, and the new tesms, Mormon Yankees, Chatham Chectahs,
and Comots (this tcam being drawn from U.S.AWF. porsonnel at
Burtonwood).

~ On Whit-Monday wo have z game betwoen o Merseyside All-Star tean
and Alconbury (U.S.AF.) Spartans. On August Monday, Alconbury will
play anothor exhibition game, it is hoped zgainst ancther U.S.A.F. tean,
This latter gome has been offered to tho Liverpool Sportsmen’s
Associztion, itc assist in thoir fund-roising.

The Mersoyside National League has withdrawn from the British
Baseball Pederation, and has enteroed inte direct affiliation to the
National Baseball Congress of the U.S5.4, Games which would have boen
played in the preliminary round of the B.B.F. Challenge Cup, will now
be part of a competition for & Cup, prescnted by the National Bascball
Congress through the N.B.C, Commissioner for bascball in Bngland, The
Commissioner is Mr. David Price, the chairmon of cur leaguc, and until
our withdrawzl, the chairman of the B,B.F. It is intended to widen the
scopc of this cup competition in futurc scasons, to include all
British teame or leagucs which may bée affiliated to the N.B.C.

However we feel that it is too late to attempt this for the 1963 scason,
and it will, for this year, be confined to the lcrseyside teams.

Given good woather we are looking forward to one of the finest
secasons since the war. .

PUBLISHIHG PLANS.

The noxt issue of Basoball Courier will appour in leﬂJune, COpY
mst be reecived by Sth. June.
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NATIONAL IFAGUE TOPICS. by George. livsley.

Tho National loague will play ite initisl scason with the
following clubs in membership, Notbtinghsm Athletics, Hull Accs,
Birminghem Austin British Legion, Bromégrove, Coventry Blue Sex,
and Stretford Saints. Enquirics for membership in 1964 hate becn
roceived from c¢lubs in Londen, Iiverpcol, Birmingham, and Leicoster.

Representatives of the Southern Baseball Association attended
our Mecting on April Tth. to discuss a game, whioh it is hoped will
be played at the latter end of the scason, between %he N,L. All-Stars

and the S.B.A. Al1-Stars.

¥r., MeAvan, Hon. Secrciory of the B.B.F, was also prescut at
this mecting. . It was veted that all W,L. clubs will join the B,B.F.,
and will compctc in the local preliminary rounds of the B.B.F.
KNational Challenge Cup. .

The H.L. is affiliated to the Nztional Baschall Congress of the ﬂ
U.S.iiey and will compcte according to N.B.C, rules. Mr. David Price,
chairman of the Merscyside Leaguc, hzs agrood to act as the first
Notional league Cormissioner, he will hendlc any disputes which may
arisc.

The leaguc will have a championship trophy. In addition, the
toen finishing in scoond place will be awarded a cup, prescnted to the
Loague by the Bromsgrove club, the cup to be known as the Brémsgrove
Cup. The batter hitting moSt houe runs will be proscnted with a
Leaguce Bitting Certificate.

411 players wishing to join a club in the National league, and’
umpires who wish to bhandle National League games may write either to
nyself at 84 Humpkrey Road, Manchestor, or to Don Smnllwood, the
N.L. Hon. Scerctary, at 88 Westerdale Grove, Hull,

s 4P S FEFREFISORRIED

BASEBALL COURIER is publishced six tines a year. The next issue

will appoar in mid—June. To ensure receiving a copys pleasc send a
postal order for four shillings to cover the next six issues. P.0s.
should be made payable to W.T. Morgan. Subscripiions and all other
sorrcspondonco rust be addressod to William T. Morgon, 11 Heath Street,
Cardiff, ' '

SF AU EERTPRA BRI TR ED

The Morseyside National Lozgue has first quality Rawlings baseballs
for sale at 15/— each. Add 2/— to all orders to cover postage.
Orders accompanicd by roemittance should be sent to Mr. P. Hermings,
62 Heathfield Road, Liverpool 15.
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for the storner stuff of league competition in 1964.

THE SOUTHERN SCENE by F.P. Adey,

The Southern Bascball Association has two divisions in its
league prograrme for 1963. Thoe Senior Division consists of six teass,
naely Barnet Athleties, Ford Sports, Kodak, Richmond Red Sox, Thanes
Board Kills, and U.S. Llavy., Division One contains Crawley Beavers,
Cravley Giants, Dulwich Blue Jays, Essex Tigors, Enfiecld Dodgers,
Richmond Knights, end Southond Aces. In addition to theso
teans, we have three recently formed teams whick will for this season
pley 2 programme of friendly fixtures, and cup gance, in preparction
These three
teans arc Harlow Fustlers, Barking Tornadoes, and Brighton Jots.

Wic have threce najor cup competitions, the Southern Cup, open to
all clubs, the Intermediate Cup, open to Division One, and Associzte
nermber olubsy and the Esscox Cup, confined te clubs in that county.

A seriés of inter-county 411-8tar gemes has been arranged for
this scasen, the counties reprcsented being Essexz, Surrsy, and
Middlesoxs.  An attractive fixture is to be played on 26%h lay ot
Selhurst Park (Crystal Palace F.C. ground), this is U.S. Navy v. the
South of England.

The executive of our association is rost anxious to arrange All~
Star gawes, apd would welcoe any suggestions and corments from cther
associations in England. The cxecutive is cxtramely intercsied in
the National Ieague, but due to a heavy progromme of fixtures we were
unzble to entoer = tean in the FNational Lezguce for this seascn.

DODGERS KOVE AGAIN by D. Rjcherds.

The S,8.4. Dodgers formed as the Barnet Budgers in 1956, last
yeur wo played cur hone gores on Hackney Marsh, hence we were known
ag Hackney Dodgers. This season we heve transferred our home o
Enficld, thus once nore we undergo o chonge of nane to Enficld Dodgers.
We are lucking forwerd to the season with grcot intercst, as this will
be the Tirst timc for nany years that baseball has been pleycd in the
district. ) _

There are @ few new faces in the team such as Bernio Bloon, yot
ancther of the Harringoy Horncts ioc hockey team to join cur club.
Fetc Richards once agzin will be pitching for the Dodgors, who are
hoping for a uore succcssful scason, than last year,
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MIDLAND NEWS by Cliff Court.

The Birminghan League is not functioning this ycar, meinly
because the clubs could not pull together, and also becausc three
tcans did not complete fixtures for last scason.

As loaguc scorctary for the past two scasons, I can assure
fellow fans that this is only a taaporary setback — the longue
will be rovived. Two teams have gone into higher class baseball,
and, two teams into lower, and X bolieve that realization of this
fact will cone later. - _

Bromsagrove, and Augtin British Legion, are the two toams thai
have gone inito higher class baseball by joining the new Wational
League., My honest opinion is that if bascball is to prosper -
this is the road to follow - as with new teams, and new faces, the
spectators are in for an exeiting scason. '

L few words about the Austin British Legion tean of which I
am player-manager. .We have a young side, we have always been ready
to try ncw players, (in the past we have lost the chance of loague
" honours through this rcadiness to experiment)., We de not oxpeet
to win the National Lezgue title this scason, as we shall be '
starting with only a soall squad of seasoned playoers, plus a rusber
of untricd players. All that I can forocast, is that while we shall
not be the best team in the National League, any team and covery tcam
will hawe to fight for every win they get fron us.

' FEERELEREEE R NN R ENRNENNER]

The two prizes of £1, offcrcd in the last issuc of Baseball
Courier, for cbtaining subscriptions, were both won by Hull Aces.
Hull hAces lead all clubs in number of subscribers obtained, their
total at present stondas at 20.

£1 will be paid to any other ¢lub which obinins 20 subscribers.
An additional £1 will be paid to the first club to surpass the
total nmuober of subscriptions obtained by Hull Accs. Order forms
will bo supplicd on requost, but orders may be sent on ¢lub lettor-
heads or plain paper. '

This offcr cxpires on Adugust 31st.

The Hotherlands play Belgium at Antwerp on 23rd. May, and a
return contost will take placc in the Netherlands on 4th. August,
The Notherlands will travel to Italy in September. Two gancs are
seheduled against Italy on the Tth, and 8tk. of that conth, one
garne is to be playod at Rone.
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PLAY BALL by Don Snllwood,

In the March issuc of the "Courier", John Varnon teook tine out
to write about the National League, He accuscd the National League
of cxcluding "the largest bascballing arca of England". This is just
not truc. The nowly fomed leaguc has not and never will exclude
anyonc. Every stop taken towards the formotion of the locgue wagp
circulariscd to every arce and ¢lub in PBritain., I don't belicve that
there is an offiecial or playcr in Britain, who does not know of the
National League. It is unfortunate that John's articlc was published,
without the N.L. being able to reply in the samc issue,

John Varnam zlso declarcd that the National League idea wag
too early, In reply, and I'm not joking, if it had been left much
longer, it would have been too latel

Rogarding publicity and coverage by the National daily press,

I think that if we produce a gouvd standard of baseball and attract
spectators, then publicity will follow. The press looks for news,.
and if the National Leaguo causcs an incrcase in the intcrest '
shevn in baseball then the press will co-cperate. The National
League was formed less than four months ago, but already we have
nore critics than the Cormon Market proposals ever had, I think
criticisn is good; provided it is hased on facts and is constructive,
it can be of inmense value to g new organisation such as the
National League.

John rmst ceoase applaunding the execlusion of Anmerican
servicemen fron the Neticnal League. Our rule is that a clud may
sign two Ancricans, but that thoy cannot be used as pitchers, How
can anyone applaud the exclusion of Arericans? Let's face it, they
can show us bascball at its best, and can keep our standard of play
very high, Tf we are to revive our sport, the youngsters mugt have
an lnmage to copy, and that ivage rust be the best that we can
projects CObvicusly there must be regulations controlling the uso
of Ancrican players, as sc often in the past have clubs loaded their
line-up with Anerican players for inportant games, and created
unrest anong other clubs,

The Nationzl league represonts an effort tc maintain a high
stendard of baseball, and to bridge the gep until the day when
Britain has a strong national controlling body. The Hational
League can opercte alongside of all present leagucs, znd could be

7.






