Establishedin' 963} the’ Brighton' Buccaneers| have
emergediasia consistent!frontrunner, in  British  baseball.

“The Bics are the reigning national champions ‘and, during

the past three years, have!captured two Final 4] National |
Championship | tities, 3’ regular. season|crown and!a! Final'4
runners-up | trophy. ClubYdevelopment’ was enhanced by a
facility [development programme, which\was completed|in]May
199658 The™ resulc: S Pavilion| Field.s home = to i the " national
! cha.rnp:onsh:p since | 998:This summer, Brighton|became the first!
British|team!to!senda formermember.ito! the! Ma]or Lcagues in’
thelUSAYjohn!Foster, who played for the! Bucs|in 1997, pitched for
the Atlanta'Braves|this 'season:
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Alex Mallhnudls

| Malihoudis} has battled backifromia debilitating kneelinjurylin! December®
2000 to! belone of the team's' defensivelanchors at hortstop,

top dutr.h hltters ATonbndge native, Malihoudis’ played[co glam aseball In?
the) USAfor! Division | l-level! Menio® (Cahrurnl.-l) \CollegefiHe’s] alsoal key
member; of Lhe \Great Britain Nationai Baseball Team.. =
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\One|of] Brrusrl bascballs hardes: workers,
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sUre come a long way ! Aftet
throughltheir first) season’
Rawlings National FLeaglie
year, the! team’

strides this season.

hine/games. this. yedr

they ve earned thelr k ep
Nationalllleaguelthey swe )
from the|regular season’ chaﬁp
Warriors in ] Gly> :

LONDON'S HISTORY

Formed in 1980, the London Warriors are still managed by one of the team's founders Alan Smith.

Over the past two decades, the Warriors have been very successful, winning five national titles and
two consecutive Rawlings National League division titles. This year, the Warriors will be looking to
regain the national tide they earned in 2000. Last year’s disappointing fourth place finish in the
Final 4 Championship followed a loss to the eventual national champions, the Brighton
Buccaneers, in the semi-finals. The Warriors completed a hard-fought effort to develop a
permanent field, moving to the team'’s new home in Finsbury Park this season.

KEY PLAYERS

Matt Scales

London's ace pitcher has delivered dominating performances on the mound this year,
including throwing a no-hitter against the Croydon Pirates. Scales has a solid baseball
background, enjoying an excellent playing career at Rollins (Florida) College, a top
Division ll-level school in the USA. While at Rollins, he played against such future
Major Leaguers as Charles Johnson and Alex Cora.

Simon Pole (Pictured)

Last year's Rawlings National League MVF, Pole has been London's top offensive
threat for the past three years. This season has been no different as he's hit well
over .400. On the mound, he can be equally effective. When the Warriors last
won the Final 4 in 2000, he baffled Brighton hitters leading his team to
victory. Before moving to Great Britain, Pole played for both the Newcastle
Eagles and Adelaide Giants in the Australian Baseball League and Australia's
Under-19s National Team.

Michael Osborn

Osborn, who is in his fifth season with the Warriors, came to the team
primarily as a pitcher but has developed into one of the team's key
hitters and defensive mainstays. This season, he took on the primary
responsibility of catching — a move that hasn't affected his hitting.
He has consistently hit over .300 for the season.

LONDON'S ROAD TO THE FINAL 4

A well-rounded veteran team, London rolled through the
regular season losing only one game all year to the other
Final 4 participants.With a combination of two of the RNLs
top pitchers - Pole and Scales - and solid hitting throughout
the line-up, the Warriors are definitely the team to beat

Still, they have been known to falter as evidenced by
losing both games of a doubleheader to the league's
fifth-place team Croydon midway through the campaign.

Also, the demons of last season’s semi-final loss may

still linger in some players’ minds.

Established in 1992, the Bracknell Baseball Cllib was

formed to give athletes of all ages| the/ opportunity to

enjoy, the great game of baseball. The organisation has

earned a reputation of developing emerging talent.

Bracknell' boasts’ many. members who' have represented

Great/ Britaln' internationally’ including Luke' Russelll (GB

Senior: Team) and junior. national players: Phil Matthews and

Ryan Trask. A recent focus for the organisation has been

improving the club'sifacilitiesiThisisummer. Bracknell built a new

backstop at their home field. The Blazers will be makingithe team's
first appearance in the Final 4 National Championship this year,

Tom Gillespie
Gillespie. 2 left-handed  pitcher, has' emerged as one! of the Rawlings
National, League'si top hurlers. Al veteran player, who hadla sutccssfu!
career at Macalester (Minnesota) College in'thellUSA  he isjalso the pitching
coach for the Junior. National Team. On ' the mound. Gillespie is one of ‘the
league leaders in strikeouts.

Josh Chetwynd (Pictured)
A Great Britain International’ catcher, Chetwynd is" among Bracknell's, most
experienced members. previously: playing for. Northwestern! (lllinois) University. a
Division |'school'in the USA and the Zanesville Greys, a' minor league teamin the
Frontier. League. In his first’Rawlings' National Leagte!season, he's been among the
top hitters in the league.

Ryan Trask
‘Trask, aimember of the Great Britain Junior. National Team. may only be |7-years-old, but
he has shown matlirity beyond his years during his second season in'the:Rawlings National
League. Offensively, he's been a key/ component/at the 'top) of the lineup and has played solid
defence at a number of positions including outfield, second base andicatcher.

I
Goinglinto  the Final 4, Bracknell probably couldn't be hotter.They won sic of itheir!final seven
gamestincluding taking two of three against the Buccaneers at Brighton on the final weekend of the
regular season.The Blazers have the ability to put up bigiscores. Three times;this year they tallied
mare than 20 runs in a game. But the squad is young, starting as/many as five teenagers. It'has showed
at times, dropping a doubleheader: to London early in theiseason seemingly. due to\youthful mistakes:

Rawlings Nntlonal League
like " theilliohdon Warriors
toydon PiratesiThe team
cmpeted inithel Londun

\National Team amuhg .others;
L€' route to an impressive 6-2
‘record! Unfcrtunatclr the team

zdldnt

Hany'uf the GB ]umors play in the Raw!mgs
Natighall Leagtiestincliding SWIIIL [Lintern
d Stephen Bfown, Phli Matthews,

Created |2iyears ago as an under-15 team, the Windsor Bears have grown into one of the country's
most all-arbund successful baseball clubs. After adding 2 second team in 1992, Windsor formed four
reams forj older. teens during.the next four years, earning a national semi-final spot with one of its
squads in 1996.In 1997, the club established its first adult team and quickly made the rise to the
country’s elite level. In its first three seasons in British Baseball's top league, the team has made it
to thé| championship game twice (in 1999 and 2001). The Bears are still aiming for their. first
natidnal title as they lost in the finals both times to the Brighton Buccaneers.
I
'
Rhian Truscott
Windsor's ace starting pitcher, Truscott started on the mound for the Bears in last year's
! final. For the second year in a row, he's been the team leader both at bat and on the
) - mound. A seasoned competitor, Truscott has played in the Australian Baseball League for
{  the Gold Coast Cougars and represented Australia on the Under-19s National Team
as a catcher.

Chris Lange (Pictured)
Lange’s ability to play just about anywhere — including catcher, pitcher, shortstop,
third base and ourfield — has been a cantral factor in the Bears' success. He is one
of five Aussies in the Windsor line-up and has previous top-level playing experience
in the Australian Baseball League as a member of the Brisbane Bandits,

Adam Roberts

Raberts is'a well-travelled veteran of Britsh Baseball competing for such
teams as the Hounslow Blues and the London Warriors before joining
the Bears. Everywhere he’s gone, Roberts has been among his team's top
hicters. Before making the ' move te Great Britain, this Aussie played for

the Canberra Bush Rangers in the Australian Bascball Leag
Roberts, who can play shortstop or second base, solidifies VWindsors

defence up the middle.

The Bears are the only team in the Final 4 to have knocked off
the London Warriors in the r regular season. Neve cd,
Windsor also took games off both Brighton and Bracknell
With ace piccher Rhian Truscott on the mound. they always
put themselves in a position to win. The bad news: the
team ‘RI'LIE\FIQU down the stretch. dropping th
games of the season. On the other hand
7-5 loss to London on the regular seasc
indicate a post-season comeback for the Be




