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Get a head start this season with
UNIQUE SPORTS ACCESSORIES

Baseball or American Football, Unique Sports are here

to see you get what you pay for! We are the Iargest
stockist of Baseball equipment in the South .

Try our prices and you won't go eisewhere!

gome ondown... the price is right!.

' SAE for details/prices
Rlng for details of mail order

UNIQUE SPORTS ACCESSORIES
43 South Street, Chichester, W Sussex

PO19 1DS phone {0243} 779913

CRAND SLAM e woem

01 221 6013,

Velcome to the first editiop of Grand Slam. Straieht away 1 would like ro thank
Gridiron Sparrs for corming in and sponsoring the magazine. I am looking forwaréd o
working with them during the season, and I am sure char it will be a pood relationship.

Grand Slam will be produced evervy [fortnight throushought the season, with the
final issve appearing on Dctober Zth, by which time all comperitions should be over.
The main fuaction of the magazine is to keep vou informed of what is going on in
Briiish basebazll, and to jmprove commpnications between the BBFS and the clubs. Te
make this a two way process, it is vital that you coneribute to Grand Slam - news,
views, letters, arcicles, opinions, carcoons, vicious attacks, etc, anvthing that vou
think might be of inlerest to people in baschball. Contributions should be typed, if
possible, and reasonably concise. I reserve the Tight to edit ruthlessly. Feel free
alse Lo make suggpestions about what you think showld be in the magaripe. This is the
first cime I have ever produced a magazine, and I am bound to get it wroag at firsc.
It would he good ta have a 'rtters page, and also a noriceboard section, where people
could pass on wseful information, such as where to get obscore items of equipment, or
how to persuade your council to put wp a backstop, or whatever,

All copy should be with me by middav
s

Monday of the week of publication; vou

can call me with an item if necessary.

CONTACTS:
Club Secretaries; if yoo want extra

If you want to parrticipate in baseball copies to sell at pames, fairs, etc, tell
in anv way, please contact:
me at least rwe weeks io advance so that
Kigel Summers (BBFS Secrerary)
11 Field Close,

Burgess Hill, hm.Qabst 47803 te phone
Sussex RHIS BPH.  wk. (273 200422

I can get them printed up. Don't forcet
in vour results by midnight on

i
Sunday ~ I leave the ansaphone on so vou

cor; Don Ferguson (BBFE President} can call late if pecessary. Pleuse come
© 30a Belitha Villas,

_ to an 3greement at the end of the game
Londen NI 1FD. hm, 607 2211

as te the exact score, 50 1 don't get
or; Jack Akers (Youth)

5 Clivedon Close,

Woodside Park. hm, 443 0369

tuo different versions.

flave a good seasoan, scay healthy,

London W12, wh.3B2EL1E and = her, hey, - please contribute to
or; Geoiff Mann {Umpires} Gran¢ fiam !

12 Elgin Mansions,

Elgin Ave. ha. 286 2547

London WO TLG. wk.702 6311 Muir MacKean.

{ex 2273




Cash boost . BASEBALL
forbaseball | | Diamond benefit English league STANDINGS R
Baseball in  Brilzin  was : 3 ) ES”"S
gven ils biggest boost siner SIX baschall icams are 10 play in makes ltS pltCh ’
ihe war yeserday when 1he a nationa} league in Britain fnl BASEBALL . FIBST DIVISION
Scattish Amicable Insurance lowing a E30,000 sp Just as thg crickotwig SPring L
Comnlny annovnced a agrcement with an  insurance Scottish Amicable's invesiment ‘r:ih::]“"' & "“i‘:"‘:’f“";_}p‘v;l:mﬁu w oL 1 Ma
D00 spousorship over the company, it was anncunced yes-  over three wears includes grass wher  British  basehall  an. =2 Ty
I rent ﬂlm’sﬂl‘Sfﬂr ihe forma- terday, The siX teams ate; Lanca-  rools invalvement with the 100- nouniced 15 plans lor a new Coebham 2 Q0 - Crovd
tion of a pational lzague. Six shize Red Sok, Meneyside Tro-  plus teams flourishing in 1he wake national lea : : N : ;rovaan 23 Barnes 12
teams will play in the Seattish jana,  Humbemide  Bears.  of Channel 45 coverage of the There wilk oy be six teams Crovdon 29 - Crawley 3 Cobham 3
Amicabie Leaguc which b Nofingham Knmights, London  Warld Series. Thampson said: “it gnd Rt 1ea much ol the: Crawisy 1 1 Golders Gn 11 Enfield i6
&ins next month, Warriors, Southern Tigers. They  is possible the Leaguc could < hoopla which is cupposed ta, Fnfield t 1 3 < 5 33s
Although largely considered will play io the Sconish Amicable  pand (o 10 teams.” :mﬂp““‘msmﬁ;‘“&‘eg arer | i 3 sution 29 Gillingham 7
an American sporL. bascball is League from May 1o Augus. Wilh the sport exhiliting at the " We hope %o get the pame 1o Golders Gn 11 1 10 May
played in over 60 countrics Venuss have yet to be chosen  Scoul Olympics mext vear and grow in a_confrofled fzshion.” Sutton 11 1 Barnes 5 Golders G g8
and will be an exhibition sport but the League adminisirator achievipg competitive statos in said Dop Smaljwood, the presi. Barnes 6 2 3 Cobh n
2u1he 1988 Qlympics in Scoul, Brad Thompson ssid they would 1992, the Brish Leagos will algo | dent of the Brirish Bascball Tarnes o ‘obham 13 Sutton 12
n Britain, baseball dates back be football grounds or other ma-  be 2 testing ground for would-be Federatien. " Gillingham o 2 2 Crawley 16 Gillingham 4
o 1891, when Presion Nesth jor stadiums. He expecis crowds  medalliss. Negouations are in ball peopls fesl that Croyd 9 i
End won the first British iitle. a1 the thice marches each Satur-  progress 1o bring o Major mférf“t:." basmkemi ball hg:hl Ydon Enfield 7
m ’fc;“;’umlr;“'ﬁ":“lms“a: iy 15 start at 2000 end vise D Leaguc teams from America to g;lnaljv?ood msg L lﬂ:; h:é SECOND DIVISTON
coliapsed durieg the War, 3000y the end of the season.  Wembley nex yeass 31?&03312251::: t‘:ﬂw;‘dezm:c:-o ‘ ‘ 3 May
28e of the last Wr?rlutSenesl Hounslow Hlrs 2 © Oxzshett 5  Crovden BP g
] X
. . . . ?}?,t m:rﬁﬂzsﬁ‘;ﬁm?&? 1’,":' SIDUthamDLD“ 1 0 - ounslow Hirs 37 Hounslow Hens 3
On April 8th the Scottish Amicable Life Assurance society :;gmesaum;n‘:nty spo:;o:_-lzther' Waltham Arrows 1| 0 - Tonbrigge 16 Southampton 28
arn T 10CTEY & !
launched its sponsership of Bripish baseball with a lavish The competing clubs will be Croydo? P 11 ! 10 May
ﬁg m%:“-;-m Re&um%:ri Oxshott 10 1 Croydon BP 11 Hounslow Hlrs 20
reception at the Savoy Hotel. With Andy Peebles as MC, the pip ket e mﬁ:mngham Hounslow Hens O 2 2 fiounslow Hens 2 Oxshort 40
speakers included Don Swallwood, who welcomed Scotrish H%&u Lﬁg&:“c‘gﬂ?ﬁrﬁy :’ Tonbridge G2 2 Tonbridge 3 VWaltham Arrows 16
Scuthern EIS ETE |5
Amicable to baseball, and Brad Thompson who introduced the alas, oo place for the charm:
e inely pamed Golders Groen! THIRD DIVISION
Kational League., Of the £100,000 per year for three years % ottish ?;%f'bu the (RORTH) 3 Ma
of Scottish Amicable money, approximately one third will go "”“:,mgsw :m; "l Basildon 2 0 City Slick & Hemel RS 24
aver three yoars, while Ameri- r
straight into British baseball; one half of this sum to the can manuficturers have sent Hemel RS 2 2 ﬂemel Rebels 16 walcham RR 29
] ] ] ] over a  hundred m.hi of ) Waltham FRR 1 1 Haltham AS } Basildon 12
BSF for administraricm, coaching, runping the National teaam, equipment to get the league ; City Slick 0 ] 10 HBE
ete, and one half to the National League. The rest will pay Mattnow Engel Hemel Rebels 01 L0000 3k Basildon 23 Totteridge 5
- . Totteridge 0 1 000 1 Kemel RS 22 Kaltham RR 1
for overheads and TV broadcasts. : ¥altham AS 0 0o 1
e i
The second try—out for the YOUTH COLTS ALL SFARS will take place at Rose Hill : THIRD EI"’ISION
Park, Sutton, on Sat. May 16th at llam (third try—out; Rase Hill Park, Sat. May 30th ' (SOET™) 26 April
ark, Su s Onm - ¥ : o i ¥y-out; Ra i ark, . May . Ashford 7 o 1000 . Brighton 1§ Ashford 20
1lam}. The All Stars, who had 18 players at the first try-out on April 26th, are Crawley 2 2 oM - grau;ey - 23> BourTnemouth 20
3 a Toydo 2 3
coached by Eelco Wiersma of Crawley Gianks, with help from Oscar Marcello of Enfield i:ifzng ; f 1'233 ; 3 Hii n 18 Reading 19
and Hugh Neffendorf of Sutten. Players from 14 to 16 are eligible (if in doubt, . Croydon BJ 2 11 :500 1 gc?r;emounh 12 Ashicrd 0
. . . . . : Brighton 2 .333 0 13 righton 21 Arun 3
check with Jack Akers, address Page 3}, The All Stars will be competing in the Colt ; Burgess i1l 0 3 “000 23 Reading 22 Burgess Hill 14
County Championships, a four team knock—out competition. First Round; Nottingham, ’ Eournemouth 0 2 000 2% 10 Hay
June 6th: Final, Hull, June 20th. The BBFS will b ing th ri : ) Arun 19 bournemouth 8
un ; Final, Hull, June 20th. The will be paying the cost of hiring a bus Croydon R 2 21 Burgess Hill 19
Brighton 12 Crawley 28

for the competition.

Three teams have folded: Basildon Raiders, (Piv. 2, lack of players, hope to be back 5
next year); Colchester Cougars, (Div. 3N, defection of pitcher, hopr to be back next
vear}; and rhe Tulse Hill JB's, (Div. 3S, problems getting ground from council, hope i
to be back next year). There will be no promotions to [i1! gaps. Teams araildble for i
make-up games include Surton 2, (Rick D'Alesandro, h.01 643 4335,w. 01 673 0906); i
Southampron 2, (Trevor Curtis,h. 0703 615502,w. 0962 848433 z 6578); Forthing Varriors |
(unaffiliated, Simon Kirby, 36 Phrossc Rd, Worthimg, Sussex, BN11 SSL, 91 40280), i




316 LEAGUE

20ETS

William CASEY SHAKESPEARE made every play look
easy. As a shortstop for the Los Angeles Learjets, he
was known as “The Speed Merchant of Venice Beach.”
Most Voluminous Player ten times, Casey later took
over the Houston Yoricks and designed their fabulous
Gilobe Stadium. The Greatest 8ig League Poet of them
all, he ended up as an umpire, and wouid baffle almost
everybady with such ambiguous calls as “fair is foul
and foul is fair.”

.
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from Purnell

4 Discover alt the drama and excitement of baseball!

tactics are illustrated on every page for all new
1enthusiasts and lifelong fans. Don’t miss out —

Hardback £5.85,
paperback £3.99

Fﬁﬁ%ﬁ%

= get Baseball Action now! —_ —

Available fror bookshops S g /
or by mail order from R ORTS h
THE SPECIALIST SPORTS BOOKSHOP
Tel: 01-240 5504

Gadnsee 2o Purnell =

A division of Macdonald, & BPCC PLC company

FINAL STANDINGS - 1986

TEAM

15t Dirisioa

Cohham Yankers
Suiton Draves
Crawley Giants
Croydon Dluejays
Lufeld Spartans
Barnes Stoyasers
Golders Geeen Sox
Bazilden Raiders

2wl Dizlsion

Gitlingham Dodgess
Waltham Abbey Arrows
Uounslow Condors
Hgunsiow Merlins
Qasholt Orioles
Southampinn Shoalers
Croydon Borough Piralcs
rightan feis

drd Divicion

Tonhridge Dobears
Crawley Comels
TNurgess Hill Red Mlats
Rradiag Vikings

Cily Slick Sidewinders
Colchester Cougars
West Londan Gullets

SPOR'1'.91f>1t1f‘;é§7j

THE SPECIALIST SPORTS BOOKSHOE

W 1. et 4B

21 R0 -
1 At
0 ; LI Britain's only specialist sports bookshop
e 5o with the largest range of books on baseball
509 357 o inthe UK
FI o tand American football and basketball and
crickel and foothall and . . )}
12 2 E7
T Sportspages
oy Cambridge C_m':us Shopping Centre
P A Chazing Cross Road
3oz o 0 London WCZH 81G
1] z R T Tdapbona: ﬂ]-m 8604
(11} 3 TS 1 ) -
7 5 583 as
; k4 j?_} gg SO yards north of Cambridge Circus,
309 me gg Jjust off Chering Cross Road

Credit Cards, Mail Order




~BBF NEWS-

4t the meeting of the BEF Council on April 26th in Neoctingham {ar which Don
Fergoson was the South's sole representative), the following wos decided:
1.70RMAT FOR NATIONAL CLUB CHAMPTOASHIP QUARTERFINALS & SEMIFINALS.

Quarceciinels; Semifinals;:

March 1 - Sorth Wesr v Midlands

Mazch 2 - Zcotland v North East KWinners 4 home to Winners 1

March 3 - Souch i ¥ Hull Winners 2 home to Winners 3

Match & - South 2 ¥ South 3

A: the BBFS Executive meeting on April 27th it was decided that Souwth } would
bhe the winners of Divigion 1, spueh: 2 the Bivision ! runners-up, and South 3 the
third place team in Diviszop 1. A motion that the Second Division champions should
play off with the third place team in Division ! for the South 3 slot was voted out.
This draw means that South 1, should chey beat Hull, will be cravelling to either
Scortland or the North East,

2. FEMALE PLAYERS,

The council ruled that female players are ineligible to play in BEF Natiomal
cmpstitiosns, 2nd cannot be registered with BBF. Since women sre eligible to play in
the BBFZ, and all players playing in the BBFS have to be registered with the BSF,
there is 2 conflict here that must be resolved quickly. A BBFS ream that reached the
Kational Championship Playvoffs using female players would find that their female
plavers were suddenly ineligible.

5. IXTERKATIONAL CLUB BASEBALL,

In the case of British teams playing abroad, or of foreign teams playing
in Bricain, both teams concerned must clear their plans with their National Feder-
-ztions. British teams playing abroad must contact the leocal embassy. This is to

compls «ith Sperts Council regulations. Disciplinary actior could resule if teams

BB FS-
NATIONAL LEAGUE PARTEICIPATION: (lubs will have received a letter from Brad

Thompson concerping the National League, The BBFS fully supports the National

ignore these Tules.

League. and all BBFS players are free to play for Naticnal League teams. Pefore
¢oing =, they shovld obtain the agreement of their team manager. Since the National
League will play on Saturdays there should be no clashes with BEFS fixpures.
SCORESHEEFS; Coulé all First Division clubs please send a photocops of their
game =cwresheets ro Briam Holland, 121 Mead Lane, Chertsey, Surrey, (09328 66710).

Two youth teams looking for pames are the Hoddesden Sharks, (Bob Locke, 0092 44202} ; . There was Jimmy safe at second and Flvnn a-hugging third.
and the Hemel Red Sox Colrs, {Chris Cullen,h. 0442 4B&TI1,w. 0707 323434, .




UMPIRES: 4 WAY FORWARD ?

{This piece has been condensed from a discussion paper presented by Geoff Mann to
the BBFS Executive on April 27th.)

At present two neutral umpires, Dick Coombes and Peter Jory, are available
mast Sundays. Geoff Mano is available on the first two Sundays in the month and
Bank Holidays. A handful of others may be able to do some pames.

However one looks at this, the position is hopeless: on May 17th there are
sixtecp games scheduled, and only twe neutral umpires likely to be availahle.
Baseball requires a minimum of two officials per game; where there is only ene
official it is likely that that cofficial will determine the outcome of the game
rather than the efforts of the two teams.

With most teams playing on Sundays with a 2pm or 3pm gametime, a minimum of
forty umpires would be needed to schedule two umpires per game in a league of 33
teams. This figure will take a number of years to reach. Game days and playing
times peed to be more flexible.

For the foreseeable future, team umpires will be a necessity. The league must
work to eliminate team umpires as quickly as possible, and replace them with strong
neutral sfficiels, without which yus cannot have 2 truly competitive league.

Given that team uympires are going to be with us for some time, we must work
to help them. The attendance at the recent rules seminar was very poor, even theugh
it ic evidenr that many team umpires have only a fairly basic knowledge of rules
and interpretations. There is no written guide for umpires in this country. A guide
qust be produced, with rule interpretations relevant to BBFS games.

Efforts must be made to recruit neutral officials, train them, and put them
jnto crews to work games regularly together. If we are to recruit umpires, particﬁ-
~1larly new ones; then there must be an organization they cam join within which their
umpiring skills can be fostered. An umpiring organizarion would help prevent people
who may want io umpire., but have little experience of the game, frow drifting away.

I therefore propose the Following;

{a) The post of Umpire-in—Chief should be abalished; instead, an Umpire's- Associa—
~tion should be formed, the President of which would be elected by the umpires and
he an ex—officic member of the BBFS executive.

(b) The Association would publish a guide to the rules, umpiring mechanics, and
signals, as one of its first duties. The association would train all umpires.

{c} The Association would be respoasible for scheduling neutral umpires, invoicing
teams, and would act as e clearing house for fees.

{d) The Association would look for spomscrship. Part of any money raised would ga
towards increasing umpire’s fees.

Geoff Mann's address and phone number can be found on page three. Please contack him

if you would like to wmpire, or know of anybody wha wonld,

MAKE A HIT WITH

* GRIDIRON SPORTS =

= . B 5

- 118/121 WARWICK ROAD, EARLS COURT, LONDON SW5
Tel: 01-731 1442 or 01-381-1927

EUROPE'S PREMIER SUPPLIER OF AMERICAN SPORTS EQUIPMENT

As official sponsors of the BABSF (British Amateur Basebali and Softbalt Federation) GRIDIRON
SPORTS offers the complete range of Basebali and Softball equipment and accessonies.
INCLUDING: A full range of both wood and aluminium bats; from: EASTON, Louisville

Slugger, Sewance Swatter, Tenpro, elc.
PLUS: . Warm-up Bats, Catchers Equipment, Pitchers Toe Plates, Bases, Rosin bags,
Umpires’ Gear, and a range of accessories not normally easily available.
. % BATS FHOM £12.00 + MITTS FROM£12.00 %
YOU WILL ALSO FIND GRIDIRON SPORTS AT:

NOTTINGHAM MANCHESTER
3Heshcom St 152 Fidge SL., Dewregale
Manchestes

Nolingham
{060Z) 475505 (061834 4473




YOUR SPECIALIST AMERICAN SPORT SHOP
FOR '
AMERICAN SPORTS CLOTHES AND SHOES
FOR
BASEBALL, BASKETBALL, AMERICAN
FOOTBALL, ROLLERSKATING AND
SKATEBOARDING

Special discount prices for members of the British Baseball Federation

e Sise State

#  SLICK WILLIES
4] HIGH STREET, KENSINGTON, LONDON W8
Telephone 01-937 3824






