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Hello and welcome to the first issve of Knuckle Ball, the newsletter for National League
Baseball, ¥e open with the encouraging news that the NLB is featured in the May issue
of Anglo-American Sports, with our very own Tom Sims much quoted on the two page
spread {pp 22 & 23). Vith Mike Ross, of Transatlantic Baseball News and Review fame, on
the A-A S list of contributors, we very much hope to keep the NLB in the spotlight, and
to that end will be sending copies of Knuckle Ball to ¥ike, in the hopes that what we
feature here will be of interest to a wider audience.

¥ithout further ado, it's time to get down to the nitty gritty, and find out what
happened in the NLB for week one, 25th April 1993,

National I - Senior Divisi

Long faces all round at Enfield's King Gecrge V Playing Fields ground. The continual
rain during the run up to opening day left the diamond under water, so they and Essex
Eagles sat out week one.

26th April 1993

¥altham Forest Angels, up from the Buddies League (now the Rookie Division?, had their
Senior Division debut delayed one week. Birmingham, now returned to their more
traditional name of the Brewers, informed them there were no umpires available, and so
the game will take place at a later date. Details in a future edition of Knuvckle Ball.

League new boys, Bury Saints, started
Croydoa Blue Jays. Unfortunately, due
don't have the linescore, but hope to
tell you that Bury scored twe runs in

their campaign with a 5-3 win over their hostis,
to the tight deadline for this first issue, we
carry full details in issue two, However we can
the top of the first, then Blue Jays fought back

to gain a 3-Z lead. Salnts.-then restored their lead with two in the fifth, shuiting the
Jays out for the remaining innings. Making their debuts for Blue Jays were Canadians
Kevin D'Armour {starting pitcher), and Chris Garden, and from Mexicao, Mauricio Rivas.
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Cambridge Knights{0IOC{OIOIQIQIQIOIOI0l 314!
London Warriors I1312i1CI20010J0t0IXiI7110431

Losing Pitcher - Mathew Gilbert (0-1)
Vinning Pitcher - Alan Smith (1-0

Knights gave a debut to American, Sergioc Espinosa, whilst Warriors new boys, also from
America, were (ndy Cain and Steve Marzo. Marzo claimed spectacular play of the day, when
in the top of the 4fh he denied Todd Bollinger a home run with an acrobatic catch just
inside the rightfield boundary.

National 1 - Reckie Divisi
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25th April 1993

¥inping Pitcher - Rickard Kemp {1-0)
Losing Pitcher - Steve Gilbert {0-1D

A double whammy for Londen, with Varriors and Stormers getting the better of Knights
and Monarchs., Stormers hurler Richard Kemp not only pitched throughout for the win,
collecting 6 K's on the way, but also batted three for four. Making his first appearance
for Cambridge, Mexican Jose Barajas, collected a two run homer in the 5th te keep his
side in contention.



Tational L - Rockie Division 25th April 1093

The rain in Kent stayed mainly on the diamond, leaving Deacons Field unplayable, so
Tonbridge Bobcats and Basildon Mariners will re-schedule.

Eational League - Senigr Divisign 2nd May 1993
[1121314151617] RiHIEF

London Warriors.  12[(41312101311113{012¢ Vinning Pitcher - Alan Smith (2-0)

Yalthanm Forest ApgelsiOiOli0lll101010! 11115t Losing Pitcher — Tony Dyett (0-1)

Tough start in the top flight for Angels, when an Oliver Heidecker two run homer in the
first put Warriors into an early lead. Dave Singer claimed Angels RBI, thanks to a
Heidecker fumble, and ¥ick Mcseley, Angels' sheortstop, put in some fine assists to first,
slowing Warriors scoring in the later ianings.

The May Day Barnk Holiday has meant a tight deadline for this issue, but we hope to have
more details on the HLB games played so far in Issue Two. The rest of the Senior
Division results were as follows (away team first):- Birmingham Brewers 2 Essex Eagles
12 (7 imnings); Croydon Blue Jays 11 Cambridge Knights 4; Enfield Spartans 12 Bury
Saints O.

Meanwhile, the bad news from the Rookie Division is that Bury Sainis II have folded,
reducing the membership to four teams. In the divisions other scheduled match, Tonbridge
Bobcats won at home 16-1 against the Cambridge Monarchs. Bobcats starting pitcher Fick
Carter (1-9), retired the first tem Monarchs batters without yielding a hit or base, and
firnished his eight imning spell with a total of 18 K's.

FATIONAL LEAGUE STARDINGS - WEEK &

Sernior Division Rookie Division

¥ L Pcent GB Streak ¥ L Pcent GB Streak
London Warriors 20 1.000 Von 2  London Stormers 10 1.0C0 Won 1
Enfield Spartans 101.000 % Won 1  Tonbridge Bobocats 1 0 1.000 ¥on 1
Essex Eagles 101,000 % ¥Womn 1 Basildon Mariners 0 & .600 %
Bury Saints 11 .5001 Lost 1 Cambridge Monarchs 0 2 .000 1% Lost 2
Croydon Blue Jays 11 .50601 V¥Won 1 Bury Sainte Il - withdrawn from league
Birmingham Brewers 601 .000 1% Lost 1
¥altham Forest Angels 0 1 000 1% Lost 1
Cambridge Xnights 02 .600 2 Lost 2
HLB 1993 Directory Please note there are new contact details for the Tonbridge

Bobcats. Please amend your directory to show Rosemary Malhoudis, 15 Beverley Crescent,
Tonbridge, Kent, Tel (0732) 354492,

On The Box ¥onday 10th May, Channel 4, 9:00 pm. Ngked Sport. The series
which takes a behind the scenes look at various Americarn sports fturns to baseball. It's
a rare thing that the spert gets a mention on GB TV, so sel the video !

Copy deadline for Issue Two is Wednesday 19th May. Even if you
miss a deadline, please send in your information. It can always be useful for providing
future statistical analysis.

Contributors ¥any thanks to the following people who contributed to Issue 1
i~ Brad Thompson, Rosemary Malhoudis, Gary Roberts, Rob Lanaric, Mike Agha, Tom Sims
and Rex Phillips.

Qrders For the time being, every member club will receive one issue
sent to thelr contact address. If you require more newsletters or dellvery to a
different address, please contact us. Phil Ross, Flat 2 ‘Thanescroft', Selborne Road,
Croydon CRO 5JQ. Tel 081 688 2966 (home) or 081 681 2222 ex 25829 (work - NOT friday
am). If unavailable then contact Rex Phillips on 081 654 &605.
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