cwe U8 ’7*
: H{
K U C K E HnD [N ' A LI_ { $\:
240 bowns AND oyrs

of NATIONAL LEAGUE BASEBALL

Volume (1) 1994 Number (B)

¥e have now, in terms of time, past the bhalfway point in season '04, and after the
turbulent opening spell of 'will we play, won't we play’ baseball, we are now have a
settled schedule to keep everyone occupied from now until the 4th September {(weather
permitiing’.

With only f{five games covering the whole league, and a2 minimem seven games still to
rlay, nobody can be writien out of the divisional top spot yet, never mind the other
three qualifying play-off places, so it looks to bhe an interesting run in to the end of
the season., The Essex revival puis pressure on the top trio, whilst Enfield, handicapped
by terrible misfortune with injuries, still manage to put out a strong challenge to any
would be opponent. Any team thinking to write off Tonbridge or Lakenheath is making a
big mistake, and could well end up wifth their backs to the wall. There's an awful lot of
good baseball left to he played, and we could end up with final standings a lot tighiter
than early season form might have indicated.
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_ o 1213141518171 RE
o Warrinrsg SIS i1 Ty A Ao WP odarry Atwaoo or Cody Laln

Tonbridge Bobeatzl 0131010101001 11 LP Mark Porley

Fzte can be unkind. On July 3rd, London ¥arriors were well bsaten by the Valtham Forest
igels, and the Londen Warriors post game discussion was very much a determined
atvitude they they were going 1o %Lry herder, work harder, play harder, apd it was
unfortunate for the Tonbridge BRobcats that they bwore the brunt of that new
determination.
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Thiz takes no account of Bohcats own problems, with pitcher Nick Carter sidelined {rom
neriing duties with an arm injury, and the influential GB youth cap AL ex HMalihoudis,
fals2 a pitcher), being unavailable to play, whlldu his brother Jay was also sidelined
Ioliowing an accident, Fortunately Jay was more shaken than actually hurt,

S0 with lssz than thelr best side, Tonbridge took on @ nhighly motivaeted VYarriors ieam,
and were shovin nn mercy at all. Bobcats opened brightly with a neat 9-4-3% double play
tn put oui Harry Atwood and Alan Smith, but when the only fielding error of the first
inning cost them a three run homer struck by Xevin Coldiron, they knew they were in for
& hard afternoon.

Bopoate run came from a well struck friple by John Lerter, and whilst Hark Borley's
attempted sac fly fell shallow to Uliver Heidecker at second base, Carter was able io
take advantage of a poor fielding throw ic scare,

Alan Smith pitched the first three iunings for VWarriors, with Harry Atwood and Cody
Cain %aking iwo innings apeice, leaving the scorer to adjudicate a winner from the two
relievers, Smith thought he had struck a grand =lam bhome run in the fourth, but the
vepire reminded him that any bael)l that bounced inte the undergrowth in the far outiield
wag in fact a ground vule friple, and ¢ he returned to third base

Zohcats deszerve credit for s cheerf

ul and determined zifitude throuvghousz ihe aiternoon,
as there have besn instances of plaver

= of supposedly greater maturity, getting



themselves ejected from games, or refusing to change over befween innings, or sinply
walking out on the team in mid game because they were being beaten. Bobcsts wanted to
play, and wanted to either take the best hit, catch or play of the geme, and try io
meritoriously steal a little of the Warriors' {hunder.
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121311510171 RIHY
Enfield Spartansid| 02100001101 71 71 LF Ian Lamnaria
Esgexn Hazles 1415171150151 1221168 WP Vince Warner (4-1)

Ezgen stormed into this game scoring sixteen runs in the first three innings ! Spartans
tarted sirongly with fowr runs in the first, and could bhave been forgiven for fhinking
that they were in for a comfortable afternoon, but the Eagles matched fThem courtesy of
doubles from Dave Read and Vince Warner.

Varner blanked the Spartans in inning two, but Sparfans piftchers lan and Rob Lanario
suffered *the indignity of twelve runs concesded over innings two and three, with a
triple from Dave Read, and doubles from Matt Jennings and Vinee Warner. This particular
iric of Eagles hatiers finished the day with ¢ REl's each,

Gar Bedingfield took over the pitching duties foir Enfield in the fourth, stabilising
things for Enfield for two innings befors Eagles hroke throvugh with five more runs in
the sixth, thanks to doubles from Carl Blackburn and Matft Jennings. With Enfield unable
to reply in the top of the seventh, Essex claimed their second slaughiter rule viciory im
succession,

In the remaining game for this weckend, WYalthan Forest completed <{the sequence of
resulis, also winning in seven innings, in a game with an aggregats score of 29 runs, by
beatinzy the Lakenheath Yankees 22-7.
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PAl2131415i6171 71
Enficld SnartanstiQioliioll31o1ls 51 LP Oscar Marcellino
London ¥Warriors IHI0021 31610811151 WP Alan Smith

4 game that was very nearly over as soon as 1t began. Vith Steve Simmons on first, Gary
Bedingfield came %o the plate as the third batter of the day, and hit a grounder to
Yarriors pifcher, Alan Smith.

Initiating the doubles play, Smith threw to Harry Atwood at second, who immediatly fthrew
hig relsy to first, but the ball struck Steve Simmons, & nmatter of feet from the bag,
full in the face, driving the frames o0f the sunglesses he was wearing into the skin
around his eyebrows. Play vas halted immediately, and an ambulance called.

Steve spent a night in Queen Mary's haspital, receiving fourtesn stitches fo the exterior
wound, and also suffering a fractured cheek bone, He was subsequently discharged to go
home, but must report regularly to his local hespital in Scuthend. I'm sure as editor
that I can speak for the whole league membership in wishing Steve a spesdy recovery,
and lock forward ic his return fo ihe baseball field.

It waz noted, with some gratitude, that despite his injury, Steve made a2 point of
shaking Harry Atwood by the hand, and letting him know that a play had to be made, and
that what happened was unfortunate, but was one of the risks of playing bassball. Such
sporting hehaviour is to be applauded.

¥ith Simon Lanario, still limping from the ankle injury sustained on the opening day of
the season, accompanying Steve Simmons to hospital, Enfield were left with just eight
plavers, Fortunately, both Bob Ratcliffe and Jee Rolls, members of the now defunct Blue
Jays, were watching the zame, and Bob sitepped into the breach and becams a Spartan for
the afternoon.



med, Warriors opaned the scoring with a 2 run homer for Cody Cain,
. run heower for Brad Thompsen. Warriors were then held scoreless in
the second inning, an Oliver Heidecker grounder to shoristop made into & double play by
Rob Lanpario (6-3), Alan Bloomfield being the other victim.

Spartans opened thelr sgcoring in the vhird courtesy of an Oscer Harcellino fly to
rightfisld, batzing in Bab Ratclifife, but Varriors restored the five rum margin in the

home half by Cody Cain shealing honme, whilsi the Spartans infield wers dealing with
Levin Hurphy's dropped third strike, and then DBrad Thompson's ground out to short
brought in Kevin CD*derP for 7-1.

HKevin Ccldiron then hatted in Alan Blomfield for 8-1 in the fourth, but an RBI for Gary
Bedingfield and a two run bomer for Oscar Harcellino brought the score to 8-4 Warriors
by the middie of the fifth, 2 RBl's apeice for Alan Bloomfield, Oliver Heidecker and Brad
Thompsen put the ten run margin on the board, and ended Oscar Harcellino's spell as
starting pitcher for the Spartans

Likewise, Yarriors started the sixih with a relief piicher, and Cedy Cain completed ths

sixth without loss. Rob Lanario's spell as releiver started well, with another doubls
play, this Time Oliver Heidecker's grounder went to third, and a neat 5-4-3 double play

ensued, again putting out the Warrior pairing of Heidecker and Bloomfield.

In the top of the seventh, conscious of the ten run margin, Gary Bedingfield worked the
squeezé bunt, Reob Lansrioc running the important fifth run home, but the gzame was
shortlived, when Carlos Redriguez hit the slawghter rule 15th in the botitom of the
seventh, batting in Cody Cain.
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PAIZ21314151 617158191 R HE
Waltham Forest 9n9915¥1!01 PO 01310108 6111 LP Matthew Fogszi
Fgsey EBaglaes 2I0I3I31 02X 121y WP Vince Warner (5-1)

The EBagles rich wvein of form continues, with Vince Warner pitching four consscutive
wins. The Eaglee took an early 5-2 lead, tharks tc doubles irom Dave Read and Hatt
ennings, and a triple from Clive Smith.

£ further 3 rups in the third, initiated by Lee Rezd's lead off double, his first in his
rookie season, was enough to see off Angel's stariing pitcher, Mattaew Poggzi, To L i
teking over from the sinth.

was given & shaky introduction, his first pitch resulting in a solo honmer
vings, (the first for the Fagles squad fthis year), and was the followed by a
for Javo Read and an RBI for Cplvin, to make it 10-3 Bagles,
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Angels then fought back, claiming three runs on three hits in the seventh io make it
i9-6, but Hasse: retained their composure to finish 12~6 winners. Eagles bat stat of the
day zo=s o Dave Read, 4 for 9, & RBI's and Z doubles.

the remzining FNetional League gams, Lakenheath Yankees beat Tonbridge FPobeais

n seven innings. Bobeaits were still without the pitching services of both Hieck Carter
and Alex Halihovudis, and could perhaps be dwelling too long on the margin of deisat
iron the wesk hefare,

HATIOWAL LEAGUE STANDINGS AFTER WEEK 13 17/7/94
W L Pcnt GB

WYaltham Forest Angels & 2 .800 —-

gnfisld brpartans T3 L7001

Londen YVerriors 73 07001

Ezsex Eagles 5 4 600 2

?opb“ldge Boboats 4 6 .400 4

Lakenheath Yankees 27 .300 5



MATIONAL LEAGUE SCHEDULE VEREXS 12 & 15 2477794

Ezzey Hagles at Tonbridge Bobcats
Londeon Warriors at Lakenhesth Yankees
Waltham Forest Angels at Enfield Spartans

Lakenheath Yankees at Enfield Spartans
London Warriors at Essexz Fagles
Tonbridge Boboats at Waltham Forest Angels

California igngmigg

Bill Oliver of the E=zsex Eagles is currently on a fortnights heliday in California,
takinz in the Angels vs Yankees and fthe HReckies wve Glanfts. Those af you needing o
contact the Ezgles should get in touch with Matt Jennings, 9% Powers Hzll End, Vithawm,

Essex, CHE 1LV, tel 0378 510133,

Contributors Many thanks for wmaterizl sent +o Bill Oliver, Rosemary
Malihoudis, Chris Morgan and Alan Smith.

Copy Deadline Pleaze =end all irnformation for Issue & by Vednesday August 3rd

Knuckleball edited by Phil Ross, Flat 2 'Thanescroft’, Selborne Road, Croydon, CRG 5J9.
Telephone 081 6386 7727





