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How Hull won the cup in 1937 
 

Colin Allan  16 October 2011 

 

 

n expectant crowd of 11,000 waited at 

Hull’s Craven Park rugby stadium to cheer 

their heroes to victory in the National 

Baseball Association’s Challenge Cup. It was 

Saturday 14 August 1937 and pitch-off was 

scheduled for 3.00 pm. Would Hull Baseball Club 

overcome Romford Wasps, leaders of the London 

Major Baseball League, to lift the prestigious trophy? 

Could Max “Lefty” Wilson, Hull’s ace pitcher, 

continue his season-long sensational form and subdue 

Romford’s big hitters? 

 

First round 

It had been a long but enthralling battle for Hull to 

reach the final, beginning on 19 June when they met 

Sheffield Dons in the first round. In front of 4500 

spectators at Craven Park, Hull had edged a thrilling 

game 3–2, thanks to the last hit of the match. 

Handicapped by a one match suspension imposed 

on captain Ellis Lydiatt, Hull’s fielders nevertheless 

rose to the occasion to keep Sheffield at bay. Hull’s 

main hero that day was Bill Teal, the Wakefield 

rugby league full-back. He scored the team’s opening 

run and his hit in the ninth inning brought Allstop 

home for the winning run. Earlier, Lefty Wilson had 

stole home when team-mate Blossom had distracted 

Sheffield’s fielders by appearing to head for third 

base (where Wilson was standing). As Blossom was 

being chased, Wilson got home amid wild excitement 

from the crowd. Blossom even managed to avoid 

being tagged out by retreating to second base. 

 

Second round 

Craven Park was also the venue for Hull’s second- 

round tie, against York Maroons on Thursday 1 July. 

This time 7000 spectators turned up, and they had an 

anxious evening as the outcome was in the balance 

throughout a tense encounter. 

The game’s only run came in Hull’s second 

inning: Wilson singled, subsequently stole his way to 

third base, and completed his circuit thanks to a well-

placed bunt by Allstop. A likely tying run from York 

in the seventh inning was stopped when Foss was 

held on third by Lefty Wilson, who bore down for 

three successive strike outs. The match had been 

dominated by two great pitchers: Wilson registered 

18 strike-outs to Ross Kendrick’s 12. 

 

Quarter-final 

The 7000 fans at Craven Park on Thursday 22 July 

were in for a real treat as Hull met Rochdale Greys in 

a quarter-final tie. A tough encounter was expected as 

Rochdale came into the match on the back of 10 

consecutive victories. They were an all-American 

squad of Mormon missionaries and the current 

regional pennant holders. 

It was Hull who started the brighter with “Chet” 

Adams scoring in the first inning. However, the home 

crowd was stunned to silence as the Greys began to 

exert a dominance on the contest, taking a 3–1 lead 

by the fourth. Hull hit back in the sixth when – with 

the bases loaded – Hailes smashed a low drive that 

brought in Miller, Allstop, and Teal. Don Adams 

scored another run in the same inning to take Hull 

into a 5–3 lead. 

Lefty Wilson put the icing on the cake with the 

game’s only home run, in the seventh inning. At the 

end of the game, he was carried off the diamond by 

elated fans, many of whom had swarmed onto the 

pitch. 

 

Semi-final 

Hull, for once, had to travel for a cup game, their-

semi-final game against Oldham Greyhounds at the 

Watersheddings on Tuesday 3 August. How would 

they cope without their customary backing? Instead 

of their own fanatical support, they faced an Oldham 

crowd of 5,800. Oldham had reached the semi-final 

stage by beating the Leeds Oaks – despite three home 

runs by Leeds – and would be no pushovers. 

A 
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However, Lefty Wilson was yet again in his 

pomp. His pitching was unplayable. He recorded 18 

strike-outs as Oldham failed to score. Hull plated a 

run in the first inning and two in the sixth, with runs 

from Lydiatt and Teal sealing a 3–0 victory. 

Oldham’s big chance had come in the 5th inning, but 

a reportedly amazing catch by Freddy Miller (the 

Hull rugby league full-back) dismissed Gurth with 

two runners on base. 

 

Final 

Hull had reached the final, which, by luck, had been 

allocated well beforehand to Craven Park. But despite 

home advantage, Hull would be given a severe test by 

the Romford Wasps. After all, the Wasps had stung 

Hull 13–8 in an exhibition match at Craven Park back 

in June. Yet Hull fans took solace from the fact that 

Lefty Wilson did not play in that defeat. The final 

was set for Saturday 14 August. 

For this historic final the words of the Hull Daily 

Mail reporter “Home Run” cannot be bettered: 

 

A crowd of 11,000 strong – a record attendance 

on Humberside – revealed amazing enthusiasm 

at Craven Park as they cheered Hull to victory. 

After all, a 5-1 victory in the National Cup final 

was a pretty substantial one when one considers 

Romford Wasps were reputed to be the best 

hitting team in the country. Romford had never 

scored less than 9 runs in any previous round of 

the competition but were lucky to score at all 

against Hull. Not until the last five minutes’ play 

did they open their account through Tallie Ellis, 

their American catcher. 

 

Romford who had scored 51 runs in their 

previous four cup ties had all their work cut out 

against Hull and against “Lefty” Wilson in part 

to avoid a complete shut out. He must have now 

proved himself the best pitcher this side of the 

Atlantic. Never once flurried by the home run 

kings of the south, Wilson marched them out 

one after the other in an almost endless 

procession. 

 

Next of Hull’s heroes was Ellis Lydiatt for his 

finest batting display of the season. How he 

opened the Hull scoring with a home run will 

Hull Baseball Club: British baseball’s national champions in 1937. Max “Lefty” Wilson, winning pitcher in the final, is second from the 

right in the front row. (For credit, see the end of this article.) 
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often be talked about east Hull way, because a 

finer drive has never been seen. It meant two 

runs to Hull because it brought Miller in too at 

a critical stage of the game. 

 

The role of Lefty Wilson 

Hull had claimed a famous victory. How much of that 

great cup run and triumph was due to American 

pitcher Lefty Wilson? Without taking anything away 

from the other squad members, who had all 

contributed to a fine team effort, all the above 

information points to the crucial role played by Lefty. 

The fans were all too aware of his importance 

when his position in Hull’s team looked to be 

threatened. He had visited London twice in mid-

season as the baseball authorities wanted to 

strengthen the London Major Baseball League by 

loaning out Wilson to the Catford Saints. The Hull 

fans organized a petition at Craven Park hoping to 

keep Lefty on Humberside. Thankfully, after his 

second visit, Lefty reassured the fans through the 

Hull Daily Mail that he would play only for Hull for 

the rest of the season. He told the Mail’s reporter: 

 

It is grand to find that one has so many local 

friends in so short a time. The Hull folk are 

certainly swell. 

 

That amazing cup final crowd of 11,000 certainly 

thought Lefty was swell. They had witnessed a great 

match at the peak period of professional baseball in 

Britain. Will that attendance ever be bettered for a 

domestic baseball game on these shores? 

 

About the author 

Colin Allan is a retired history teacher with an 

interest in minority sports, including baseball. 
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The Hull photo is taken from Harvey Sahker’s Blokes 
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account of the British baseball scene in the 1930s, 

among numerous other topics. In the book, the Hull 

photo is credited to Tim Auty. 
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